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The philosophical foundations of political anarchism

according to William Godwin

Abstract: This study aims to try to identify the philosophical
foundations of political anarchism according to William
Godwin, as Godwin bases his idea of political anarchism on
important mental and moral foundations. The rational
foundations were evident in his interest in man to the
greatest extent and his emphasis on his enjoyment of the
authority of the mind that is above the authority of the

state, which made Godwin tend to exalt the value of man on
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the one hand, and his abolition of the authority of the state
on the other hand. As for the moral foundations, he is
interested in achieving: equality, justice, and freedom for all
human beings. To achieve this goal, the researcher must
unveil: the meaning of political anarchism, Godwin’s
position on the state and systems of government, and his
perception of the anarchic society that Godwin was
interested in theorizing about. In order to address this topic,
the researcher used several different research approaches,
including: the analytical approach; with the aim of analyzing
Godwin's texts and identifying their content, and what he
wants to convey to us between their lines as well as the
comparative approach so as to compare Godwin's views
with the views of his predecessors and successors in order
to demonstrate the extent of his distinction and determine
the originality of his ideas in political anarchism. In addition,
the researcher used the critical approach to demonstrate
the strengths and weaknesses in his approach to the subject

of political anarchy .

Keywords: anarchism, democracy, justice, injustice, utopia,

aristocracy, monarchy.
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